
 2019 Summer Speaker Series 
Thursday Evenings,  July 11 - August 22

at 7:00 PM* 
 
Chatham Marconi Maritime Center is pleased 
to host its 2019 Summer Speaker Series, a 
summer-long series of lectures and 
presentations drawn from the resources of the 
Marconi-RCA Wireless Museum, the Summer 
Science program, and member-suggested 

topics related to our mission.  Programs will be presented in its air conditioned 
Education Center at 831 Orleans Road, North Chatham MA 02650 (the large 
brick building on Route 28 opposite Ryder’s Cove) unless otherwise noted.   

The Summer Speaker 
Series is free to 
Chatham Marconi 
Members, and 
Members’ courtesy 
Guest Passes will be 
honored.  The visiting 
public is invited as 
well, with donations 
suggested in lieu of 
fee. 

Seating space is 
limited.  If it appears that a particular talk may attract interest which would 
overwhelm Chatham Marconi’s limited seating capacity, the event may be 
moved to a larger nearby venue, with as much advance notice provided as is 
possible.



Chatham Marconi Maritime Center’s 

2019 Summer Speaker Series 

July 11:   “American Supremacy in Radio – 1919, The Beginning”
Ed Moxon, Ph.D

Ed Moxon, a Director of Chatham 
Marconi, radio historian and exhibit 
designer, chronicles his research into 
the transformative events of 1919.  
The immediate aftermath of World 
War I saw both advances and 
declines in the world’s developing 
radio technologies.  In America, it 
included the emergence of an all-

American radio company, the Radio Corporation of America (RCA).  On 
December 1, 1919, the nascent Radio Corporation comprised only five radio 
communication stations, and the partially completed Chatham station was one 
of them.  Under RCA, American innovation and technology would grow to 
ensure American supremacy in radio communication. This 
presentation expands upon this year’s new exhibit and reveals how 
government and industry joined to bring RCA into being, a century ago.

July 18:        “The Culture and Cuisine of Marconi’s Italy”
Fiona Lowry

Living on Lake Orta, in Italy’s 
Piemonte region for 22 years 
allowed Fiona Lowry to cultivate 
fluent Italian and “a passion for 
Italian food, wine and culture”.  
In this preview of CMMC’s 
upcoming October private tour 
of “Marconi’s Italy”, she shares 
her insights into the fine wines 
and cuisine of Bologna and the 
surrounding central Italian 
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countryside.   An experienced and widely-
travelled tour operator, Fiona was born 
in Ireland and educated in Nova Scotia and 
Singapore.  Her degree in Modern History & 
French at Edinburgh University has led to jobs 
all over the world.  For 28 years she has 
been creating and leading cultural tours 
worldwide as founder and CEO of a UK-based 
tour operating company.   Elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Geographical Society in 1993, she 
also plays the ‘cello and is a “very keen 
birdwatcher”. 

*Special Event - Saturday, July 20 at 2:30 PM:      
“Apollo 11 - Eyes To The Sky”

Larry Brookhart and Glenn Greenough

Join us as we celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of man’s first footsteps on the 
moon.  Astronomer Larry Brookhart, a 
STEM Instructor at Chatham Marconi, will 
revisit Apollo 11’s July 20, 1969 moon 
landing with a presentation that describes 
the astounding scientific and technical 
scope of this hugely successful mission 
using demonstration models of our solar 
system neighbors, video clip highlights of 
the historic mission, and an appreciation for 
the scientific breakthroughs required to 
complete the goal of landing a man on the 
moon and bringing him back safely to earth.

Following Larry’s presentation, Marconi-RCA Wireless Museum Manager 
Glenn Greenough will present “Radios on the Rocket”.  The Apollo 11 rocket 
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and spacecraft contained myriad radios used for everything from broadcasting 
the iconic visual images we remember so well, to keeping the ground 
controllers constantly in contact with hundreds of propulsion and control 
system components.  Glenn will provide insight into the what, why, where and 
how of all the radios on Apollo 11, a particularly advanced communications 
system for that day, 50 years ago. 

July 25:      “The RCA Story - Corporations That Shaped The Future”
Dick Kraycir

General Electric, along with 
the corporate giants that 
joined it in shaping the Radio 
Corporation of America in the 
early 20th Century, created 
the future of American 
commercial and broadcast 
radio.  Today, we know that 
RCA became the preeminent 
communications company of 
the last century.  Dick Kraycir, 
former President and 
Executive Director of 
Chatham Marconi, profiles the imposing personalities who drove both the 
technologies and the business successes of GE and the Westinghouse 
Electric, United Fruit, and American Telephone and Telegraph Companies.  
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August 1:               “From Short Waves To Satellites”
Bill Farris

With an act of Congress in November 
1978, the handwriting was on the wall 
for the end of Chatham Radio/WCC.  
Under Public Law 95-564, “The 
Congress hereby declares that it is the 
policy of the United States to provide 
for the participation of the United 
States in the International Maritime 
Satellite Organization (hereinafter in 
this title referred to as 'INMARSAT') in 

order to develop and operate a global maritime satellite telecommunications 
system.”  INMARSAT was established in 1979 to serve the maritime industry 
by developing satellite communications for ship management and distress and 
safety applications.  Bill Farris, the last Manager at Chatham Radio/WCC and 
later a Global Technical Support Engineer for INMARSAT, describes how 
satellite communication put commercial maritime short wave radio (including 
WCC) out of business over the final 2 decades of the 20th Century, and led to 
other invaluable services such as the Global Positioning System (GPS).

August 8:                “Bathyscaphe Trieste and the 
History of Manned Deep Submergence”

Bob Fishback

Serious manned exploration of the deep 
oceans began in 1930, when American 
biologist William Beebe was lowered over 
1,300 feet into the ocean in a tethered 
“Bathysphere” co-designed with engineer 
Otis Barton.  Successive inventors, 
explorers and entrepreneurs went on to 
perfect the technology and techniques of 
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exploring the deep oceans.  Over the next quarter Century, manned 
exploration of the deep oceans evolved from a scientific curiosity into a 
strategic national imperative.  Swiss inventor Auguste Piccard’s ‘underwater 
balloon’ provided the first means for man to productively explore the water 
column and seabed.  Bob Fishback describes the evolutionary journey that 
Piccard’s “bathyscaphe” Trieste took from its beginnings as a unique science 
experiment to becoming a strategic U.S. cold war asset.  And, in many 
respects, back again. 

August 15:             “5G - The Next Wireless Frontier” 
    Ed Chan

Rapid advances in wireless technologies 
continue to improve every aspect of our 
lives since the first generation of cellular 
phones.  This talk will discuss the key 
attributes of the next generation 5G 
wireless network, the new benefits that 5G 
will create, and what will it take to build a 
5G network.  Our speaker is Ed Chan, the 
Senior Vice President and Chief Network 
Engineering Officer at Verizon 

Communications.  He leads the engineering, implementation and performance 
optimization of the Verizon networks including 4G, 5G, FiOS, and the global 
IP/MPLS networks.  Previously, Ed was the SVP & Chief Technology Architect, 
and was responsible for the strategic technology evolution and capital 
planning for the Verizon networks and IT infrastructure.  Ed has been in the 
network industry for over 25 years, and hold an MSE from the University of 
Pennsylvania and a BSEE from Rutgers University.

No Tickets or reservations are needed.  However, so that we may gauge the 
likely number of attendees, please send an e-mail to:  
reservations@ChathamMarconi.org with “5G” as the subject, your name, and 
the number of people attending. 

Page �  of �6 7 Summer 2019 8-4-19

mailto:reservations@ChathamMarconi.org


Chatham Marconi Maritime Center’s 

2019 Summer Speaker Series 

August 22:  “Plastics -  Can’t Live With ‘em, Can’t Live Without ‘em”     
           Nick Schott

Today, plastics permeate our lives.  
From cheap disposable packaging 
and water bottles at one extreme to 
vital replacement human body parts at 
the other, plastics are everywhere and 
in virtually everything.  And they don’t 
biodegrade.  Nick Schott explores 
both the virtues of plastics and the 
problems that their existence and uses 
have created for society.  
Dr. Schott is Professor Emeritus of the Plastics Engineering Department at 
UMass Lowell.  In addition to his teaching experience, he is an active 
consultant in the plastics processing and design field, and is a Fellow of the 
Society of Plastics Engineers as well as a member of AICHE, ACS and ASEE.

No Tickets or reservations are needed.  However, so that we may gauge the 
likely number of attendees, please send an e-mail to:  
reservations@ChathamMarconi.org with “Plastics” as the subject, your name, 
and the number of people attending. 

Future Programs To Be Announced
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