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Princess Elettra Marconi talks with Ed Moxon during her visit to the 
Chatham Marconi Maritime Center last week. ELIZABETH VAN WYE 
PHOTO 

CHTHAM - How do you go about turning a very old, 
historically significant building into a modern museum, 
welcoming to students and tourists alike? If you are Princess 
Elettra Marconi, daughter of the wireless pioneer Guglielmo 
Marconi, and the building in question is the 16th century 
Palazzo Marconi in Bologna, Italy, a visit to Chatham might 
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help you find some answers. Over the past 17 years, public 
and private support has helped make Chatham's Marconi 
Maritime Center campus a model for what historic 
preservation can accomplish. 
On Friday, among a host of activities last week, Princess 
Elettra received a tour and an update on the museum's 
progress since her last visit in 2014. She was accompanied 
by Professor Livio Spinelli of Rome and Professor Corey 
Brennan of Rutgers University, as well as a camera crew 
recording the visit for an upcoming documentary on 
Guglielmo Marconi. She was especially keen to learn more 
about how the Chatham campus was preserved, and on 
Friday she got some answers from CMMC volunteers and 
town officials. 
Volunteer Ed Moxon walked the visitors through an overview 
of the museum, including the current exhibit "Chatham Heard 
Round the World." Moxon recalled that when the buildings 
were abandoned, "a lot of equipment wandered away. But the 
big transmitters remained." A centerpiece of this year's exhibit 
is one of the station’s big SSB T-3 transmitters, made by 
RCA. The transmitter was saved from the scrap heap and 
has been restored for demonstration purposes. 
The transmitter which is now installed at CMMC allows 
visitors to see and hear a complete demonstration of how the 
equipment worked together and what it was like during the 
heyday of the station. "The transmitters were always on air," 
Moxon said. "When they weren't transmitting messages, they 
were sending out the station ID. It was the transmitters that 
communicated with the world." 



Chatham Housing Authority representative Shirley Smith 
described how the buildings Marconi built on the campus to 
house workers at the station were renovated and preserved 
to provide affordable housing for residents. Families who 
meet the income requirements are selected to live there and 
a portion of their rent each month goes into an escrow 
account that can be used to buy their own home after five 
years. "We are the only town on the Cape with a program like 
this," Smith stressed. 
Jane Moffett, a longtime CMMC volunteer, described the 
fundraising challenges that faced the organization. She 
stressed the importance of seeking both public and private 
funds for an initiative like the one being contemplated in 
Bologna. 
Selectman Peter Cocolis welcomed Princess Elettra, echoing 
the important role of public and private involvement. On a 
personal note he testified to how much can be learned from 
the museum. "I volunteered here and I learned a lot!" he said. 
Princess Elettra particularly wanted to thank both town 
officials and volunteers. "This is a wonderful museum," she 
said. "I am so grateful on behalf of my father." 
  


